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Social Studies – First Grade 

Course:   My Family and Others 

Course Question:   What does it mean to be a member of a family?   

Case Studies:  My Family & My Classroom 

Content Standards 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Describe how values, beliefs, and 
experiences are shared by people 

in a family. 
 

 

  Explain how rules are created and 

upheld within a family. 
 

 

  Explain how a family’s physical 
environment affects the way its 

members live. 
 

 

  Describe how people in a family 

produce, use, and exchange 
resources to live. 

 

 

  Describe how a family can change 
(and stay the same) over time. 

 

 

  Compare how your family is similar 

to and different from other families. 
 

 

  
Skill Standards:  These skills should be applied in reading, writing, or speaking about texts related to the 
Social Studies concepts prescribed in the aforementioned grade-level content standards. 

SKILL:  Reading 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Ask and answer questions about 
key details in a text. 

 

 

  Identify the main topic and retell 

key details of a text. 
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Describe the connection between 

two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. 

 

 

  Ask and answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the meaning of 

words and phrases (specific to 

social studies) used in a text. 
 

 

  Know and use various text features 

(e.g., headings, tables of contents, 
glossaries, electronic menus, icons) 

to locate key facts or information in 
a text. 

 

 

  Distinguish between information 
provided by pictures or other 

illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a text. 

 

 

  Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas 

 

  Identify the reasons an author 

gives to support points in a text. 
 

 

  Identify basic similarities in and 

differences between two texts on 

the same topic (e.g., in 
illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 
 

 

SKILL:  Writing 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Write opinion pieces that introduce 

the topic, state an opinion, supply a 
reason for the opinion, and provide 

some sense of closure. 
 

 

  Write informative/explanatory texts 

that name a topic, supply some 
facts about the topic, and provide 

some sense of closure. 
 

 

  Write narratives that recount two or 
more appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details 

regarding what happened, use 
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

temporal words to signal event 

order and provide some sense of 
closure. 

 

  Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a 

number of books on a given social 
studies process and use them to 

write a sequence of instructions of 

how to do that process). 
 

 

  With guidance and support from 

adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information 

from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

 

 

SKILL:  Speaking 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse partners 

about grade 1 social studies topics 
and texts with peers and adults in 

small and larger groups. 
 

 

  Describe people, places, things, 

and events with relevant details, 
expressing ideas and feelings 

clearly. 
 

 

  Add drawings or other visual 

displays to descriptions when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 
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